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Born to deal in antiques

Spencer Swaffer

founder of Spencer Swaffer Antiques

EVERY Friday moming for the
past D years, spemoer Swalfer
had made sure he 15 the first
persoa to enter Fans s Porte de
Chgnancourt flea markel when
it opens

swalter, 55, sud: “1 am very
spersiEous and | have o be
the first perion through the
gates. It used 10 open at four in
Lthi mormng Bl now il happens
al six, 5o [ get a bit of a lie.in™

Indeed. he has become such
a familiar face that the dealers
there have micknamed him
Fleaman and L'Inevitable,
because i it inevitable that he
will turn ap.

Brought ap mear HRrighton,
awalfer was an only child.
From the age of 10 he spent his
ipane time roaming the South
Diowens looking for dhands of
Kaman pottery, fossils and neo
Iithae ane hesdt. As his collleg-
wn grew, he started his oan
masciam in his bedroam, charg=
ng visitors 2p fo sef his finds,
which he would add’ items

i
LLF] 1 _|.|II||"1-L' wales,
. wd of
5. Wwora o 15 MuSsam
spread, Swaller then 12

was interoewed by the Today
rogramme on Radio 4. Soon
iflerwards, am antiques dealer
visiled bis museusn and offered
Swaller £530 for wome Egyptian

ratr beelle beads he had
bought 1@ 2 jumble sale for a
peEmny

It wat a defiming moment
swadler sasd: =1 suddenly dis
overcd | preferred  making
miacy 0 being & musewm curs
tor, i | chosed the museum and
lhrew away the foseils,”

He stared taking sialls in
local amques  marbets, and
lespite has youth made sure he
il Jeast booked the part by
alwave wearing a <hin and e,
He beaml whad to buy and =il
b walching olber deakers, and
b the time he was 15 he and a
Incnd who shared his inlerest
were gaing up o Lomdon every
wiockend o sell amtiques in
Cameden Fassage market.

He Iein sehool &1 18 10 open

AN mnbigues hl‘-\.lp im Hrighbon,
funding ® himscli u|',J|T| the
TTHMOEY b had mnde 51 markets.

He said; *1 reallv loved k. T
was always in there o 730 in
the meorming and | would still be
in fhere at 7.30 & I'||.Fh| .

AL The nge of Hb however,
Swalfer’s life was iemed
:I[\".!lt.lt divern. His ket sud-
denly died of cancer and less
than two weeks laer his father
killed himseli becanse he
couldn®i live withous her, Swad-
fer inherited the family bunga-
low and sodd it 1o buy an old
grecngrocer & shop in Ansndel,
West Sussex, which he tumed
into an Antiques shop

He said: "1 called the shop
Ancieni and Modem, shich 1
thought was terribly clever but
me makes me cringe.”

The shop specialised in sefl
ing unusual drems sech s
enamet] advertising signs and
soom Swalfer was driving 3,000
miles each week 1o buy from
dealers and auctions scrosy he
country. The shop dd sa well
that after ihree years Swalfer
had 1o meove b0 b gger premises.

His haying speees did mot
.||u.1:|'\. [t amonthly, howeyer
He omce bought & pickled egg
jar from a Chimese akeaway
and withim minutes his van was
crawling with Hee,

Amother time he Bought a
wodden case contalning a life-
size plaster misdel of a human
bosly, “1 tied it 1o the rood rack,
bud halfway up the M1 the 11 of
the box Blew off asd all the
organs went flvang down the
meotorway. People mus have
'.l‘l'lll;.' ht there hiad een & Borren-
Jdimgs accident.”

Iy 20000 e weas it by the col-
lapse of the American wnck
market and the following year
by the Sepiember 11 aimacks.
He said: “The -\.1.|_':. hez i "irp-
tember I ous BppnLITsS
board was full of meetings
armnged with Amerbcan deal-
ers, Within 24 hours of the dis-
asier ihe board was completely
wiped clean.”™

Spancer Swaler set up a museum at 12, was trading on market stalls at 15 and now runs & business with sales of £4m

Fortunately, Swaffer was
able 10 find o markel for his
antiques in England, The Ameri-
caf marked has singe recovensd
arkdl accounts for B5% of his
salex. Total salss this wvear are
eapected 1o top L4m

@ thinks the sacres of his
sucoess has been to keep chamg
g tse sEock in his shop — ansd
e femmain debi-free. He has glso
always pasd clowe sitention to

whed type aff anliques cusiom
ers are leoking for. “1 am in ihe
[ahan business, nol im the
afilvgues basanese,” he said

He stills does all the buying
lor the shap and never goes on
neliday for more than five days
all 3 LEne

sow marmed for the third
nimee. he smd: “1 am coboxsally
prowd of what 1'have schieved
i the poanl of comoeil. And

I dom't care who knows L™
Despite Rils  success,  how
ever, e ndmols that bhe sl
constantly fears thal of coald all
end omormose, <1 am diven by
a fear of fallore and by (he
desire 1o be ihe best ol what |
do, If & .,3'|;,'\|l.||_' distin'l afmve
WEEn 0ok suppossd o, | can

feel [‘h'- 'H.Iq..|-|:|. ill."”
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